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Happy Holidays Bobcat Families! 
 
Tis’ the season to spread cheer as we wrap up another marvelous month at W.C. Petty!  As we continue 
to focus on academics and the social-emotional well-being of our staff and students, it is also important 
to remember to care for ourselves.  This season brings an abundance of emotions ranging from joyful to 
giving to anxious and even sometimes sadness. Acknowledge all those feelings and smile for all the pos-
itives in your life at the moment.  
 
It is easy to overlook the simplest of gifts we have in life but our students unknowingly remind us of those 
gifts every day with their eagerness and smiles.  Share in those moments with some good old fashioned 
family fun time. Looking for ideas to snowball your way into the new year? Have no fear and get the 
whole family involved in completing our bucket list of activities, or create your own! 

 
Make A Gingerbread House 

 
Enjoy A Holiday Lights Tour 

 
Decorate Your Front Door Like A Present 

 
Host Holiday Movie Night 

 
Make and Send Holiday Cards 

 
Read Holiday Stories 

 
Make A Snowman, Snow Angel, or Snow Fort 

 
Sing and/or Dance to Holiday Songs 

 
Draw or Color A Winter Scene 

 
Create A Snowflake 

 
And the most loved activity of the year….simply spend quality time with loved ones! 

 
 
From all of us at W.C. Petty, we wish you the merriest of holiday seasons and look forward to an even 
brighter new year.   
 
 
Bobcat Pride, 
 
 
Joanna Gerritsen  Angelena Colón 
Principal   Assistant Principal  



P.E. News 

 

K – 1st Grade                         

 Jumping Station Training 

 Basketball Dribble Skills 

 Dancing  

   

2nd & 3rd Grade 

 3 Person Jump Rope 

 Basketball Dribble & Shooting 

 Dancing 

 

4th & 5th Grade 

 Flicker Basketball 

 Jump Rope Test 

 Dancing 

 

 

Mrs. Shaibly’s News 

During the month of December fifth grade has worked with a program called 
GarageBand to prepare for a future project. Fourth grade will be performing 
their program on December 12th at 7:00pm. Third grade has begun the process 
of preparing for their program. Second grade has been working on playing and 
writing half note, quarter notes and eighth notes. First grade has been listening 
to instruments and determining which instrument belongs to a theme. Finally kin-
dergarten is working on preparing for their concert in January. 

December Spirit Days 
 

Friday, December 13 is Holiday Hat Day 

Wear your most festive, outrageous, or fun holiday hat! 

 

 

 

Friday, December 20 is Ugly Holiday Sweater Day 

     Wear your craziest, ugliest, or cutest holiday sweater! 

 

Sponsored by Student Council 



Dr. PG’s Art News 
 
WC Petty Art Club will be starting when we get back from Winter break.  We will meet on Thursdays from 
3:30-4:30. Art Club is open to 4th and 5th graders. Permission slips and artists statements are in the main 
office or in the art room.  Permission slips and artist statements are due no later than December 13th to the 
main office or to Dr PG. 
Student artwork is being loaded regularly into Artsonia.  Please check out your child’s portfolio! Students in 
grades 1-5 are loading their own work.  Kindergarteners should be bringing their artwork home with them. 
Artsonia has a WONDERFUL program where you can turn your child’s artwork into a gift for some-
one.  With the holidays just around the corner, this is a great gift idea for grandparents, parents and other 
family members! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Mrs. Jerik’s Art News 

 
Mrs. Faily’s kindergartners did an amazing job painting in stations during art. They traveled through 3 dif-
ferent texture painting stations. Each painted page will be used to create an art project. The first one will be 
a winter tree landscape.  
 
Mrs. Cronbaugh’s first grade students are recreating Vincent Van Gogh’s Sunflower painting.  
 
Mrs. Earl’s third grade class is learning about the artist Hokusai and are working to create a Great Wave 
using tempera cakes.  
 
Mrs. Zajac and Ms. Rieb’s fourth grade students are learning to paint using baking tools. They are working 
with Wayne Thiebaud and creating textured cakes. They will add details using piping bags! 
 
 



Attendance/Absence Line 

Parents - please call the  24 hour attendance phone line 

by 9 a.m. any time your student will be absent or late to 

school.  

The phone number is: 847-838-8181 

Also, if you wish to pick up your student from school 

early or at the end of the day, please send a note with 

them in their backpack 

Dates to remember:  
Dec 8th  Petty Bobcat Booster’s Santa’s Workshope 1-3 pm @ Petty 

Dec 12th  4th Grade Music Concert 7:00 pm 

Dec 13th  Kids Night out 3rd-5th Grade 6:30-8:00 pm 

Dec 17th  Board Meeting 6:30 pm @ AUGS 

Dec 20th   Early Dismissal 2:35 pm 

Dec 23rd-Jan 3rd Winter Break 

Dec 30  Petty Bobcat Booster’s Winter Break Bowling Party 1-3 pm @Antioch Lanes 

Jan 6th  School Resumes 

Jan 8th  Bobcat Boosters Mtg 6:00-7:00 pm 

Jan 9th  NWEA Testing Begins 

LMC NEWS 

Hello WC Petty Families, my name is Vanessa Boss and I 
have the privilege of serving our students and staff in the 
library.   It has been a true pleasure getting to know your 
children, I am thankful for the time we have had togeth-
er.  If you are in the building please swing by to introduce 
yourself, I am looking forward to growing my roots into this 
wonderful community. 

 

I am pleased to announce that we are running a regular 
LMC schedule!  For students to check out new books to 
enjoy and explore we do need their items returned.  That 
said, we can certainly renew a check-out when book is still 

being read.   

Dressing for Winter Weather  

Whenever possible, we try to get the students out in 
the fresh air for recess. Your child should be dressed 
appropriately for the weather, including snow pants and 
snow boots to play off the blacktop. When the tempera-
ture is 15 degrees and over, or the “real feel” is 15 de-
grees and above, the students will be expected to go out 
for recess and be dressed appropriately.  

 



Grade: Trimester 1 Unit / Focus 

K T1- Structure & Function: Engineering Design- Kindergarteners are finishing with their final project of their 

first unit. This week, students were building their inventions: a new paintbrush to achieve a specific task. For example, a 
paintbrush designed specifically to draw a rainbow. 
UP NEXT- T2: Structure & Function: Human Body- Following this project, kindergarteners will be continuing to learn 
about structure and function but will focus on their role in the human body. We will learn about how bones, muscles, and 
organs give the body structure and have specific functions. 

1st
 T1: Light & Sound- Before Thanksgiving break, first graders completed their Light/Sound unit by testing their 

device they created to communicate over a distance using light and/or sound. At home, ask your child, what were some 
of the interesting ways that light/sound travel and how is this useful to know? 
T2: Animal Adaptations: In our current unit, first grade is exploring animal adaptations. Students are currently 
learning about adaptations like camouflage, protective bodies, special ways to move (locomotion), and unique ways of 
getting foods (different types of bird beaks for different food types). 

2nd
 T1: Grids & Games: Computers/Coding- Over the last few weeks, second graders concluded their coding unit 

by presenting their original coded game they created in the app Scratch Jr. At home, ask your second grader to tell you 
about the game that they created! 
T2: Properties of Matter- Up next, we are starting our unit on the Properties of Matter (Solid, Liquid, Gas). Students are 
now learning about the engineering challenge they will be trying to solve: create a product that will keep a popsicle from 
melting on a long, warm day. 

3rd
 T1: Forces & Interactions- This month, third graders completed their forces & interactions unit by building and 

testing their model they created to solve the engineering challenge: rescue a 600 lb tiger that is trapped in a moat at the 
zoo. Students tested their model and created presentations to share their ideas. 
T2: Programming Patterns (Coding)- In Trimester 2, students are working on a computer science/coding unit: Program-
ming Patterns. 3rd grade uses Scratch. Scratch is a more advanced web-based version of Scratch Jr.—website: https://
scratch.mit.edu/ 

4th
 T1: Input/Output: Computer Systems    

To wrap up their first unit, fourth graders presented their “brain fitness test” in the coding app Tynker. For this project, 
students designed and coded a game that can test a brain’s fitness by giving baseline data. For example, games like 
memory match, tap an object, quiz, color recognition/confusion. 
T2: Energy & Collision- Starting in Trimester 2, students are learning about energy and collisions. This week, students 
were introduced to the engineering challenge that the unit concludes with: keep an egg safe in a vehicle that drives down 
a ramp and crashes into a wall. 

5th
 T1: Infection: Detection- 5th grade concluded their first unit, Infection Detection, by sharing a presenta-

tion that explained their hypothesis of how a mystery infection spread through a school and where it started. At home, ask 
your fifth grader to explain how they could use what they learned in the real world—staying healthy. 
T2: Infection: Modeling & Simulation (Computers/Coding)- This week, students were introduced to their new unit, 
Infection: Modeling and Simulation. This unit focuses on using computer programming to explore natural phenomenon 
that can’t be tested safely, in the real world. For example, severe weather simulations, infection simulations, or even stud-
ying space! 

 

https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://scratch.mit.edu/













